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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 CFR §1.56 and in accordance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, the following information is brought to the attention of 
the Examiner for his or her consideration during the examination of the instant application. 

The following documents were cited in a search report in the French priority application 
upon which the instant application is based. A copy of the search report and a copy of an annex 
thereto, indicating "family member" documents, are attached. 

For compliance with the "concise explanation" requirement set forth in 37 CFR 
§1 .98(a)(3), consistent with U.S. Patent and Trademark Office policy, Applicants describe below 
any comments relating to pertinent portions of the respective documents, where such comments 
appear in the search report. 
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French Patent Publication No. 2 606 604 (LETARD), published on May 20, 1988, is 
cited in the aforementioned search report as being a document that is particularly pertinent (i.e. , 
a category "X" document) with regard to the invention recited in claims 1, 2, 5, 8, and 9 of 
Applicants' aforementioned priority application. The entirety of FR '604 is cited as being 
pertinent. 

U.S. Patent No. 3,671,975 (VORSTEHER), issued on June 27, 1972, is cited in the 
search report as being a document that is particularly pertinent (i.e., a category "X" document) 
with regard to the invention recited in claims 1, 2, and 9 of Applicants' aforementioned priority 
application. Column 2, lines 16-72; claim 1; and Figs. 1-3 of US '975 are cited as being 
pertinent. 

U.S. Patent No. 3,733,615 (JAFFEE), issued on May 22, 1973, is cited in the search 
report as being a document that is particularly pertinent (i.e., a category "X" document) with 
regard to the invention recited in claims 1, 2, 6, and 9 of Applicants' aforementioned priority 
application. Column 2, line 6, to column 3, paragraph 1; claim 1; and Figs. 1-5 of US '615 are 
cited as being pertinent. 

French Patent Publication No. 2 773 439 (SKIS ROSSIGNOL S.A.), published on July 
16, 1999, is cited in the aforementioned search report as being a document that is pertinent to 
the general state of the art (i.e. , a category "A" document) with regard to the invention recited 
in claims 1 and 5 of Applicants' aforementioned priority application. Page 3, line 6, to page 
4, line 16; claim 1; and Figs. 1-4B of FR '439 are cited as being pertinent. In addition, FR 
'439 is cited in paragraph 0006 of the specification of the instant application. 

German Patent Publication (Gebrauchsmusterschrift) No. 202 08 429 (JACK WOLFSKIN 
AUSRUSTUNG FUR DRAUSSEN), published on July 16, 1999, is cited in the aforementioned 
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search report as being a document that is pertinent to the general state of the art (i.e. , a category 
"A" document) with regard to the invention recited in claims 1 and 5 of Applicants' 
aforementioned priority application. Page 5, line 12, to page 6, line 20; claims 1-6; and Figs. 
1 and 2 of DE '429 are cited as being pertinent. 

In addition to the above-mentioned documents cited in the search report of the priority 
application, the following patent is brought to the attention of the Examiner: 



U.S. Patent No. 6,684,408 (RINDLE et al.), issued on February 3, 2004. 



Each of the above-mentioned documents is listed on the attached PTO-1449 form to 

permit the Examiner to indicate his or her consideration thereof. 

The Examiner is requested to consider the documents cited above and to confirm such 
consideration by appropriately initialling the listings on the PTO-1449 form and returning a copy 
of the initialled form to Applicants. 

Any comments or questions concerning this application can be directed to the undersigned 
at the telephone or fax number given below. 



April 21, 2004 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston, VA 20191 

703-716-1191 (telephone) 
703-716-1180 (fax) 




James L. Rowland 
Reg. No. 32,674 
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FR 2 606 604 A (M. LETARD) 
20 ma1 1988 (1988-05-20) 

* le document en entier * 

US 3 671 975 A (ANBA SPORTMODE V0RSTEHER 
KG) 27 ju1n 1972 (1972-06-27) 

* colonne 2, ligne 16 - ligne 72; 
revendi cation 1; figures 1-3 * 

US 3 733 615 A (H. FREEMAN & SON 
INCORPORATED) 22 mai 1973 (1973-05-22) 

* colonne 2, Hgne 6 - colonne 3, alinea 
1;. revendi cation 1; figures 1-5 * 

FR 2-773 439 A (SKIS ROSSIGNOL) 
16 juillet 1999 (1999-07-16) 

* page 3, ligne 6 - page 4, ligne 16; 
revendi cation 1; figures 1-4B * 

DE 202 08 429 U (JACK WOLFSKIN AUSRIJSTUNG 
FUR DRAUSSEN) 

5 septembre 2002 (2002-09-05) 

* page 5, ligne 12 - page 6, ligne 20; 
revendi cations 1-6; figures 1,2 * 
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ANNEXE AU RAPPORT DE RECHERCHE PRELIMINAIRE 

RELATIF A LA DEMANPE DE BREVET FRANQAIS NO. FR 0304908 FA 632701 



La presente annexe fndlque les membres de la famille tie brevets relattfs aux documents brevets cites dans is rapport de 
recherche preJirninaire viae ri-dessus. onn/f 
Las dfts membres sont contenus au fichier inforrnatlque de I'Office europeen des brevets a la date dD8~01-2004 
Las renseignernertts foumls sont donnes a titre indicatif et n'engagent pas la responsabilite da I'Office europeen des brevets, 
nl de ("Administration francaise 



Document brevet cite 


Date de 


Membre(s) de ia 


Datede 


au rapport de recherche 


publication 


famiile de brevet(s) 


publication 



FR 2606604 A 20-05-1988 FR 2606604 Al 20-05-1988 



US 3671975 A 27-06-1972 



AT 


317114 B 


12-08-1974 


CA 


946553 Al 


07-05-1974 


CH 


515000 A 


15-11-1971 


DE 


2018314 Al 


22-07-1971 


FI 


50826 B 


30-04-1976 


FR 


2074839 A5 


08-10-1971 


JP 


48044083 B 


22-12-1973 


SE 


362577 B 


17-12-1973 


SU 


423267 A3 


05-04-1974 



US 3733615 A 22-05-1973 AUCUN 



FR 2773439 


A 


16-07-1999 


FR 


2773439 A3 


16-07-1999 


DE 20208429 


U 


05-09-2002 


DE 


20208429 Ul 


05-09-2002 



Pour tout ranset'gnement concemant cette annexe : voir Journal Official de I'Office europeen des brevets. No J 2/82 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



